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INTERNATIONAL PREIj^^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Basis of the report 



ttional application No. 
PCT/AU02/00996 



2. 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|X| international application as originally filed, 

I I the description, pages , as originally filed. 



I I the claims. 



I I the drawings, 



pages 
pages 
pages 

pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 
pages 



filed with the demand, 
received on witii ih& letter of 
as originally filed, 

as amended (togedier wiUi any statement) under Article 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as origioally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages 5 received on witii the letter of 

With regard to the language, aU the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in 

which the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under fins item. 

These elements were available or fiimished to this Authority in the foUowing language which is: 

I I ^® language of a translation furnished for tiie purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1(b)). 

I I language of publication of the intemational application (imder Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rules 55 2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in tiie intemational appHcation, the intemational 

prelunmary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listmg: 
I I contained in the intemational application in written fomi. 

I I together with the intemational application in computer readable fomi. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in conqjuter readable fomL 

Q The statement that the subsequentiy fiimished written sequence-listing does not go beyond tiie disclosure in tiie 
mtemational application as filed has been fumished.( 

□ The stetement that the information recorded in computer readable fonn is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished ^ ""guas 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the descrq)tion, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

□ Th^ report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since tiiey have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplementa l Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets whh^^^ been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain antendntents (Rules 70J 6 and 70 J 7)^ 
Any replacement sheet conjoining such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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PCT/AU02/00996 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 

X. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 4-6,8-16 YES 

Claims 1-3,7 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-16 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims I^O 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents identified in the Ihtemational Search Report have been considered for the purposes of 
this report: ' 

Dl US 4112944 
D2 USD 234204 
D3 SU 735245 
D4 US 4346869 
D5 OA 2183998 
D6 US 4390019 
D7 US 4835824 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-16 

Claims 1- 3 and 7 are not novel when compared to each of D1-D7. Each of these documents discloses all the 
. features of each of these claims. Claims 4-6 and 8-16, so far as they are clear, are novel. None of the citations 
discloses an arterial clanq), formed as a one-piece moulding, with posts extending in a plane transverse to flie 
plane of the clanq>ing arms. 



Inventive Step gS) Claims 1-16 

Claims 1-3 and 7 are not inventive for the reasons given above. The posts extending in a plane transverse to the 
plane of the clamping arms is considered as a standard design feature in the art of surgical clamps. For example, 
surgical clamps (such as tongs) with a bent distal clamping portion are well known in the surgery. Claims 4-6 
and 8-16 are not inventive because they add only features which are common general knowledge in the art and 
which therefore cannot contribute patentable ingenuity. 
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Ihteniatioiial application No. 
PCT/AU02/00996 



Vm. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question \^efiier the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1 . Claim 6 is not clear because the term "the perpendicular** has no clear prior reference. The refi^ence surface of the 
perpendicular is not clear from the claims. 

2. In claim 8, it is not clear how the opposed clanq>ing posts are arranged in relation to the clamping arms. The claim 
makes no reference to the clamping arms. 
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